
 

Jesus is the FRIEND of sinners 
The heart of Christ in the calling of Levi, from Mark 2:13-17  

Introduction…   
 
Taxes 

 1st STATED TAXES 

 2nd DUTIES 

 

Religion: only 2 types   

 HUMAN ACHIEVMENT or DIVINE ACCOMPLISHEMENT 

  

The GOSPEL  
is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16) Christ died for our sins according to 
the Scriptures” (1 Corinthians 15:3) so that whoever believes will in Him have eternal life (John 3:16) by grace 
through faith; and that not of yourselves… it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one 
may boast (Ephesians 2:8–9).  

  
 

13 And He went out again by the seashore; and all the people were coming to Him, 
and He was teaching them. 14 As He passed by, He saw Levi the son of Alphaeus 
sitting in the tax booth, and He said to him, “Follow Me!” And he got up and 
followed Him. 15 And it happened that He was reclining at the table in his house, 
and many tax collectors and sinners were dining with Jesus and His disciples; for 
there were many of them, and they were following Him. 16 When the scribes of the 
Pharisees saw that He was eating with the sinners and tax collectors, they said to 
His disciples, “Why is He eating and drinking with tax collectors and sinners?” 17 
And hearing this, Jesus said to them, “It is not those who are healthy who need a 
physician, but those who are sick; I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” 

  

#1 C          a crusty low-life sinner to be His disciple 13-14 
   

 

 1st In the midst of healthy C       13 

 

 

 2nd Jesus C    one of the worst of sinners 14 

 
  

Luke 7:47 For this reason I say to you, her sins, which are many, have been forgiven, for she loved much;  
 but he who is forgiven little, loves little. 
 
  
Luke 5:28 left everything behind and rose and began to follow Him  

 



 

#2 The C       of forgiveness for sinners 15  
 

 1-To honor Christ  

 2-To celebrate his new life  
Luke 15:32 But we had to celebrate and rejoice, for this brother of yours was dead and has begun to live,  
 and was lost and has been found.   

 3-To introduce Christ to his friends  
 

 
Luke 5:29 a GREAT banquet  
  
 
Matthew 11:19 Behold, a gluttonous man and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!  

 

 

 

#3 The C         of the religion of Human Achievement 16 
 

 

 

 

 

 

#4 The C         mission of the great Physician 17 

 
 

 1st How can our great PHYSICIAN not care for the S   ? 17a 

 
 2nd How can our merciful GOD not fulfill the S    ? 17b 

Matthew 9:13 But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire compassion, and not sacrifice,’  

  
 3rd How can our compassionate SAVIOR not rescue S   ? 17c 

 

 
1 God’s standard is P     
  

2 Salvation starts with a H    for your own sinfulness 
  

3 L          grows in the awareness of Christ’s forgiveness 
  

4 F           Christ is the manifestation of true Faith 
 Either disobedient about to be disciplined or deceived awaiting damnation 
  

5 Sharing with and caring for the L      only comes from the forgiven  
 
 

Manuscript notes and audio from today and all past weeks is available at media.faith-bible.net or you can pick up today’s message on CD at the book table 

http://media.faith-bible.net/
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is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16) Christ died for our sins according to 
the Scriptures” (1 Corinthians 15:3) so that whoever believes will in Him have eternal life (John 3:16) by grace 
through faith; and that not of yourselves… it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one 
may boast (Ephesians 2:8–9).  

  
 

13 And He went out again by the seashore; and all the people were coming to Him, 
and He was teaching them. 14 As He passed by, He saw Levi the son of Alphaeus 
sitting in the tax booth, and He said to him, “Follow Me!” And he got up and 
followed Him. 15 And it happened that He was reclining at the table in his house, 
and many tax collectors and sinners were dining with Jesus and His disciples; for 
there were many of them, and they were following Him. 16 When the scribes of the 
Pharisees saw that He was eating with the sinners and tax collectors, they said to 
His disciples, “Why is He eating and drinking with tax collectors and sinners?” 17 
And hearing this, Jesus said to them, “It is not those who are healthy who need a 
physician, but those who are sick; I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” 

  

#1 CALLING a crusty low-life sinner to be His disciple 13-14 
   

 

 1st In the midst of healthy CIRCUMSTANCES 13 

 

 

 2nd Jesus CALLS one of the worst of sinners 14 

 
  

Luke 7:47 For this reason I say to you, her sins, which are many, have been forgiven, for she loved much;  
 but he who is forgiven little, loves little. 
 
  
Luke 5:28 left everything behind and rose and began to follow Him  

 



 

#2 The CELEBRATION of forgiveness for sinners 15  
 

 1-To honor Christ  

 2-To celebrate his new life  
Luke 15:32 But we had to celebrate and rejoice, for this brother of yours was dead and has begun to live,  
 and was lost and has been found.   

 3-To introduce Christ to his friends  
 

 
Luke 5:29 a GREAT banquet  
  
 
Matthew 11:19 Behold, a gluttonous man and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!  

 

 

 

#3 The CONDEMNATION of the religion of Human Achievement 16 
 

 

 

 

 

 

#4 The COMPASSIONATE mission of the great Physician 17 

 
 

 1st How can our great PHYSICIAN not care for the SICK? 17a 

 
 2nd How can our merciful GOD not fulfill the SCRIPTURE? 17b 

Matthew 9:13 But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire compassion, and not sacrifice,’  

  
 3rd How can our compassionate SAVIOR not rescue SINNERS? 17c 

 

 
1 God’s standard is PERFECTION 
  

2 Salvation starts with a HATRED for your own sinfulness 
  

3 LOVE grows in the awareness of Christ’s forgiveness 
  

4 FOLLOWING Christ is the manifestation of true Faith 
 Either disobedient about to be disciplined or deceived awaiting damnation 
  

5 Sharing with and caring for the LOST only comes from the forgiven  
 
 

Manuscript notes and audio from today and all past weeks is available at media.faith-bible.net or you can pick up today’s message on CD at the book table 

http://media.faith-bible.net/

